LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
there was a probability that Hall had surrepti-
tiously procured the Sonnets from King's Place;
and that Edward de Vere was the author, and
"ever-living poet" of the dedication.   Evidently,
the same William Hall had procured for publica-
tion, no doubt also from King's Place, in 1606, The
Fourfold Meditation, by Oxford's  cousin, Philip,
Earl of ArundeL    "A mere accident," he says,
"conveyed  them  to  my hands,"  as a similar
"accident"   possibly   "conveyed   the   Sonnets"
It was found that Margaret Gryffyn was the
daughter  of Edward   Gryffyn,   a  scrivener of
Southwark, whose name occurs frequently in the
Henslowe  papers,   and   who   belonged   to  the
same underworld fraternity as Thorpe and Hall.
Chambers rejects, for reasons that seem inade-
quate, Sidney Lee's theory, supported as it is by
Begley.   In his article on Thomas Thorpe, Lee
wrote:
As in the case of Marlowe's Lucan, Thomas Thorpe
selected for patron of the volume a friend in the
trade whom he denominated "Mr. W. H." ... An
obscure stationer, William Hall, was at this period
filling, like Thorpe, the irresponsible role of procurer
of manuscripts. In 1606 Hall had procured for
publication A Foure-fold Meditation, by Robert South-
well, and had supplied, as owner of the "copy,95 a
dedicatory epistle under his initials "W. H." South-
well's poem was printed for Hall by George Eld, the
printer of the Sonnets.
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